CHAPTER IX
SUMMAKY   AND   CONCLUSIONS
In selecting the best method for removing the solid matter
suspended in sewage we must consider the kind of subsequent
treatment, if any, it is to receive. If the effluent is to be put
through sprinkling filters or contact beds or if it is to be applied
to the land it should be delivered in as fresh a condition as
possible and the coarser particles should be removed by screens,
scum boards, grit chambers or a combination of some such de-
vices. Otherwise the process will be more offensive and the
filter beds more likely to clog. If it is to be discharged into a
stream, too coarse material should be removed as causing de-
posits on the bottom or an offensive appearance of the surface
of the water. If, however, it is to be utilized on account of its
calorific or fertilizing properties the sludge from plain sedi-
mentation or Dortmund tanks or that from fine screens is pref-
erable to the more completely mineralized product from septic
or Emscher tanks. If septic tanks are employed the grit need not
ordinarily be first intercepted, but may be handled in connection
with the other sludge, but in the case of Emscher or Dortmund
tanks the grit is undesirable, as tending to clog the discharge
pipe. Chemical precipitation is sometimes to be preferred in the
case of a very strong sewage or one containing acid wastes in
large quantity, or in case it is thought best to press the sludge into
cake. , If the sludge is to be buried, air dried, used for filling in
land or dumped at sea the septic and Emscher tanks have the
advantage of furnishing a product of small volume which may be
readily handled with the minimum offense. Fine screening
requires but little room and therefore should be considered where
land values are high, but in this case, as well as in plain sedi-
mentation, the resulting detritus or sludge contains so large an
amount of moist organic matter that its prolonged storage is
objectionable in populous districts. These questions have been
so fully treated by Dr. Eisner in Part I that it is unnecessary to
dwell further on them here.
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